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Jacqueline Stephenson (Plaintiff), as Mother and Next Friend of J.S., a 

minor, appeals from a judgment entered on a jury verdict in favor of Countryside 

Townhomes, LLC (Defendant).  Plaintiff filed suit on behalf of her minor child to 

recover damages for injuries sustained by J.S. when she fell from a second-story 

bedroom window of an apartment leased from Defendant.  Plaintiff claims the trial 

court erred by: (1) submitting a verdict-directing instruction which required a 

finding that the second-floor window was within Defendant’s control for the 

purpose of making repairs; and (2) admitting evidence regarding Plaintiff’s 

delinquent rent.   

 

AFFIRMED. 

 

Division IV Holds:  

 

(1) The trial court did not err in submitting a verdict-directing instruction 

that required the jury to determine whether Defendant retained control over the 

second-floor window for the purpose of making repairs because the issue of 

control was an essential element of liability that was in dispute.  

 

(2) The trial court did not abuse its discretion by allowing cross-

examination testimony and evidence regarding Plaintiff’s delinquent rent because 

the evidence was relevant to the issue of Plaintiff’s credibility as well as the jury’s 

determination of whether Defendant had knowledge of a request for a window 

lock.      
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